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Sevenoaks Town Team
Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting

6:30pm: Wednesday 25th March 2026

Held at 
The Council Chamber, Sevenoaks Town Council, Bradbourne Vale Road TN13 3QG

  Meeting started 6.30 p.m.                                                  Meeting concluded: 7.45pm


Executive Board 

	Cllr Nigel Wightman
	Sevenoaks Town Council
	Present

	Cllr Victoria Granville
	Sevenoaks Town Council
	Apologies

	Cllr Libby Ancrum
	Sevenoaks Town Council
	Apologies

	Linda Larter MBE
	Sevenoaks Town Council
	Apologies

	Mike Reid
	Town Team Facilitator
	Present

	Cllr Graham Clack
	Sevenoaks District Council
	Absent

	Cllr Richard Streatfeild MBE
	Kent County Council
	Apologies

	[bookmark: _Hlk118120129]Cllr Tony Clayton Chair
	[bookmark: _Hlk131675801]Sevenoaks Rail Travellers Association
	Present

	Austin Blackburn
	Go Coach
	Apologies

	South Eastern
	Jack Heidry
	Absent

	Andrew Eyre
	Stag
	Absent

	Rebecca Ibbotson
	Knole
	Present

	Dawn Blee
	Chamber of Commerce
	Present

	Rob Dummett
	Estama (Blighs)
	Absent

	Richard Baxter
	Sevenoaks Society
	Present

	Shane Smith
	Leisure Centre
	Absent

	Maxine Morgans, V Chair
	Specsavers
	Present

	Elizabeth Dolding
	Warners Solicitors
	Present

	Roberta Ware
	Francis Jones Jewellers
	Present

	Avril Hunter
	Redlands RA
	Present

	Elizabeth Purves
	Hollybush RA
	Apologies

	Byron Brown
	Bradbourne RA
	Present

	PC Nick Hubbard/
PC Tom Costin
	Police
	Apologies

	Cllr Dr Merilyn Canet
	Sevenoaks District Seniors Action Forum
	Present

	Dennis Glasspool
	Safer Sevenoaks and District BCRP
	Present



In attendance: Andrew Pring – Knole Paddock RA.




 

1. Apologies for Absence

Cllr Granville, Cllr Ancrum, Linda Larter, Cllr Streatfeild, Elizabeth Purves, Austin Blackburn, Nick Hubbard and Jim Hughes

2. Declarations of Interest

       None

3. Minutes

The minutes of the Executive Board Meeting held on 21st January 2026 were approved unanimously.

4. Blighs Meadow

Cllr Clayton reported on a meeting attended by himself and Mike Reid, with Rob Dummett and Ed Syrett of Estama, the new managing agents.  

The agents’ priority right now is to improve the appearance of Blighs, through works to:
· Level the paved areas and replace cracked flagstones,
· Clear all the roofs of moss etc and to have them treated quarterly to prevent further growth
· Clean and decorate the exterior of a number of the buildings
All at the cost of the landlord

Other improvements will include appointing a regular cleaning company, improving the wayfinding around the centre, increasing its marketing and the number of events hosted.

Importantly, and in a welcome change from the previous managers when no-one was regularly on site, the centre manager, Rob Dummett will be at Blighs every Tuesday and Thursday.

The overall impression gained is that through its agents, the new landlords want to work more closely with the town in making both more attractive and successful.

The Mayor offered his services in openings, prizewinning etc.

  
5. Business Improvement District (BID).

The new 2026 NDR List has now been received by TT.  Before considering any exemptions for the BID budget, the effect of the new assessments has seen a rise in the overall RV for Sevenoaks from £33,930,000 to £39,660,000 – a rise of £5,730,000.  While allowing for the planned exemptions (and subject to checking) the net chargeable figure rises from £26,250,000 to £27,968,200, a rise of £1,718,200.



It was noted and reported that not all RVs had increased with a good number of properties out of the immediate town centre have seen reductions.

A meeting has been held with Tunbridge Wells BID where the topics discussed were wide, with an emphasis of how they (and most other BIDS) staffed their BID and allocated salaries and costs across different budget heads, thus maintaining their admin costs below the 20% limit.

A meeting of the BID Steering Group is scheduled to take place on April 15th to work towards finalising the BID Business Plan and Budget.
 
6. Health & Wellness Initiative

The website is now live and can be seen under the Services heading of the STC website at; Health & Wellness - Sevenoaks Town Council.  Its positioning and prominence will be improved when a new STC website is completed.

Bookings for the Health & Wellness Fair are going well with 24 stands so far.  Assistance in setting up the event was requested with two opportunities suggested.

7. Vegan Market

This will take place in the accustomed format on Saturday 4th April.

8. Sevenoaks Business Show 2026

Booked for Friday 5th June at the Bat & Ball Centre.  Clive Emson are once again the main sponsors alongside: Berry & Lamberts, Specsavers, the Chamber, FM Conway and STC.

9. Sevenoaks Street Food Festival 2026

Booked for Saturday 29th August and to be run by Caroline Druce-Smith.  The booking terms have been tightened up to bring better control of the public and performers especially with regard to the 2025 incursion of a dance demonstration onto the cricket pitch while a match was in progress.

10. Sevenoaks Bike Festival

This will not take place again (at least in its previous form) as the organising company, Wisper Bikes has ben sold and is moving to Lancashire.

11. Sevenoaks Business Awards 2026

Booked for Friday 20th November at the Bat & Ball Centre

12. Holly Party 2025

Returning on Friday 11th December at the Bat & Ball Centre.  Jonah’s Wail were incredibly popular at the 2025 party and will be performing once again.
[bookmark: _Hlk219191005]
13. Members Organisations

Bradbourne RA

Report attached.  In addition, members are concerned about the number of deaths caused by electric bike and scooter riders using pavements.

Knole Paddock RA

On April 30th SDC will be announcing the name of the preferred developer for the Land to the East of the High Street.  The RA is concerned about the size and massing of the proposed residential blocks and the effect on existing housing.  SDC have promised there will be plenty of opportunity to raise issues during an extensive consultation process.

Members have also queried how to initiate investigations into commercial premises where they suspect money laundering might be taking place.  This is a matter for the police and should be reported to them.

There will be an Association Summer party at the Rugby Club.

Chamber of Commerce

The West Kent Expo which took place in Tonbridge on 11th March was a great success with 70 stands and over 300 visitors, including many from Sevenoaks.

Business Crime Reduction Partnership

The recent BCP meeting discussed the Disc - A Crime Information-Sharing System For UK Business & Rural Communities.

BCRP is trying to get the charity shops to join the radio system as they have become targets for distraction crime.

Knole

“Business as usual” with successful Easter trail.  Over the summer months there will be an exhibition and talks by Chinwe Russell on her images of 20 Women Who Changed The World.

E-scooters and bikes on the estate and golf course have now been banned.

The Stag

The Stag, especially the theatre is trading well.

A new manager is about to be appointed, and preparations are in hand to host a special “farewell party” for Andrew Eyre. That will take place on Friday 8th May.

There is an ongoing conversation with SDC about the future ownership of the freehold interest.  An online petition calling for it to be transferred at nil cost to STC has attracted nearly 4000 signatures. 
Sevenoaks Town Council

The new Greatness Pavilion construction is going extremely well, being ahead of the programme and being on budget.

Sevenoaks District Seniors Action Forum

Running a Seniors Driving course and taking part in the Health & Wellness Fair.  Concerned about the high cost of nursing homes and closure of two local ones.  Promoting the use of LPA Power of Attorney system.

Sevenoaks Rail Travellers Association

SRTA has been invited to advise the rail companies on improving the contactless fares system.  

An e-bike rental scheme is being developed.

Mayor

STC now has an electric community bus for hire.  It costs £75 per 24 hours and 50p per mile.  It can be driven on a standard car licence.

The Stag Mayoral Charities concert was great success raising towards £5000.  So too was the Bob Ogley book launch at Knole where around £1000 was donated.  Thanks were expressed to both organisations and organisers.

14. Meeting closed at 19.45

15. Date of next meeting

13th May 2026
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